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bold robber, in the person of a Major General of the United States. Robber as he was of the public Treasury, and Major General of the United States as he was, he dared not exercise the power given to him to attempt to control the actions of those whom the gentleman calls thieves and robbers in my own City."
The correctness of the report I have taken measures to ascertain.
Here, then, is a charge made upon the responsibility of the position Mr. Brooks occupies, of very high crimes and misdemeanors alleged to be committed by an officer of the United States, which, if he is guilty, ought to be visited by the most condign punishment.
If the charge is calumnious and false, then it is due to the national honor that it should be unstained by the imputation of the employment of such a person in its service in high official position, and it would seem also due to the dignity of the House that a public slanderer should be rebuked.
The Constitution and laws of the United States and Parliamentary usage give to the officer thus charged no means of redress through the ordinary courts of law, or any other mode known among honorable men. Therefore, appealing to the sense of justice of the honorable House, I respectfully ask that an investigation may be ordered of the charges so preferred against me by a Member of the House, through a committee of its members with the most ample powers of inquiry.
Further, in order not to embarrass the investigation by confining it to the single charge made, I desire to have put in issue every official act of my public lif e which can in any way be supposed to affect my official integrity or personal honor, and that my accuser have leave to make good his accusations before the committee of the House, so that if the accused be found guilty, proper prosecution may be ordered in the Courts for his punishment, or if the accusation be found false and calumnious, the Honorable House may be in position to vindicate its own honor and dignity by the due punishment of a public calumniator and slanderer. I have the honor to be, Very respectfully, BBNJ. F. BUTLBB, Maj. Gen'l.